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Upcoming Chapter Meetings 
To reserve a seat via e-mail, please send your name, 

telephone number and email address to: 

reservations@assesj.org 

 

Date: Tuesday December 13th, 2011  

 

Time:  12 Noon 

 

Location: Santa Clara Biltmore Hotel and Suites  

2151 Laurelwood Road, 95054 Santa Clara  

 

Presentation: “San Bruno Fire–Restoring a Community” 

 

Speaker: Mr. Dean D. Peterson, PE, REHS, Director, 

Environmental Health, San Mateo County 
Mr. Peterson will detail the initial response and debris removal 

operations following the September 9th pipeline explosion in San 

Bruno, California.  The entire process from establishing a re-entry 

plan to the eventual removal of all debris that posed a public and 

environmental health hazard will be chronicled.  The use of ICS 

in such an incident and the overwhelming need to establish a 

multi-agency coordination in order for a community to begin 

recovery will be presented. 

 

About the speaker: 
Dean is the Director of Environmental Health for San Mateo 

County.  After receiving his Bachelors of Science in Chemical 

Engineering from Montana State University, Dean spent his 

professional career in the Environmental Health field.  He began 

his career with the Department of Defense addressing 

environmental issues on Navy bases through-out California and 

Nevada.  In 1988 he began working for San Mateo County 

Environmental Health and has dedicated his career to developing 

and implementing policies linking environmental health to public 

health goals.  As the Director of Environmental Health since 

1998, Dean provides leadership to professional staff as they 

ensure a safe and healthful environment for the citizens of San 

Mateo County through education, monitoring and enforcement of 

a variety of regulatory programs.  When not at work he builds 

homes with Habitat for Humanity, actively volunteers with 

the Monterey National Marine Sanctuary and enjoys sea 

kayaking in the Bay Area and beyond. 

 

Tip of the Month: 

 

 

Here’s How Not to Check for 

PPE Compliance 

November 29, 2011 

Dave Duncan  

 

You may think you’ve heard it all regarding safety, 

but this bizarre story might be something new: A 

safety director in a Wisconsin manufacturing 

plant was investigated for the method he used to see 

if workers were wearing safety shoes. 

The director reportedly stomped on workers’ feet to 

see if they were complying with a rule requiring 

steel-toed shoes. A female employee who wasn’t 

wearing safety shoes suffered a painful foot injury 

and complained to police. 

The victim told police the safety director first asked 

her why she was not wearing safety goggles and 

then stomped on her foot. She tried to pull her foot 

free but he continued grinding his own work boot 

down on it. She suffered nerve and deep tissue 

damage. 

The stomping practice was reportedly quite common 

at the plant but it won’t be happening again. 

What’s next? Testing fall protection compliance by 

pushing workers off roofs?\ 

CSP exam prep question: 

Electrical Areas within a petroleum refinery are 

most likely to be designated as which NEC 

Hazardous Location Classification?  

A.   Class I    

B.   Class II   

C.   Class III 

D.   Permit Required Confined Spaces  

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Santa+Clara+Biltmore+Hotel+and+Suites+2151+Laurelwood+Road,+95054+Santa+Clara&hl=en&cid=10683986243385642856
http://maps.google.com/maps/place?q=Santa+Clara+Biltmore+Hotel+and+Suites+2151+Laurelwood+Road,+95054+Santa+Clara&hl=en&cid=10683986243385642856
http://www.safetyxchange.org/index.php?author=9328
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2011 HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS  

The holidays are an exciting time of year for kids, and to help ensure they have a safe holiday season, 
here are some tips from the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).   

Trees 

When purchasing an artificial tree, look for the label "Fire Resistant." When purchasing a live tree, check for 
freshness.  A fresh tree is green, needles are hard to pull from branches and when bent between your fingers, needles 
do not break. The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin, and when tapped on the ground, the tree should not 
lose many needles.  

Lights 

Check all tree lights--even if you've just purchased them--before hanging them on your tree.  Make sure all the bulbs 
work and that there are no frayed wires, broken sockets or loose connections. Never use electric lights on a metallic 
tree. The tree can become charged with electricity from faulty lights, and a person touching a branch could be 
electrocuted.  

Decorations 

Use only non-combustible or flame-resistant materials to trim a tree. Choose tinsel or artificial icicles of plastic or 
nonleaded metals. Never use lighted candles on a tree or near other evergreens. Always use non-flammable holders, 
and place candles where they will not be knocked over.  

Toy Safety 

Select toys to suit the age, abilities, skills and interest level of the intended child.  Toys too advanced may pose safety 
hazards for younger children. Before buying a toy or allowing your child to play with a toy that he has received as a 
gift, read the instructions carefully.  To prevent both burns and electrical shocks, don’t give young children (under age 
10) a toy that must be plugged into an electrical outlet.   

Food Safety 

Bacteria are often present in raw foods.  Fully cook meats and poultry, and thoroughly wash raw vegetables and fruits. 
Be sure to keep hot liquids and food away from the edges of counters and tables, where they can be easily knocked 
over by a young child’s exploring hands.  

Happy Visiting 

Clean up immediately after a holiday party.  A toddler could rise early and choke on leftover food or come in contact 
with alcohol or tobacco. Remember that the homes you visit may not be childproofed.  Keep an eye out for danger 
spots. Keep a list with all of the important phone numbers you or a baby-sitter are likely to need in case of an 
emergency. Include the police and fire department, your pediatrician and the national Poison Help Line, 1-800-222-
1222. Laminating the list will prevent it from being torn or damaged by accidental spills.  

Fireplaces 

Before lighting any fire, remove all greens, boughs, papers, and other decorations from fireplace area.  Check to see 
that the flue is open.  For more information go to:  http://www.aap.org/advocacy/releases/novtips.cfm 

 

http://www.aap.org/advocacy/releases/novtips.cfm
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Upcoming events: 

Job Search, Interviewing and 

Resume Writing Workshop  
for EHS Professionals 

Brought to you by Greater San Jose Chapter American Society of Safety 

Engineers together with the American Industrial Hygiene Association. 

Date: Tuesday, January 10, 2012 

Time: 12 noon to 4:00 PM 

Where: The Santa Clara Biltmore Hotel and Suites 

For more information go to the PDC page 

 

 

 County of Santa Clara Department of Environmental Health 
Hazardous Materials Compliance Division is offering 
Hazardous Waste Management Class for Generators 12/8/11 

12:30PM - 4:30PM  

Training will be offered for specific Industries. You will Learn: 
Generator requirements; Top 10 Violations; Helpful Tips; Waste 
Minimization; Best Management Practices. 

To register for available training visit: http://hmcd.eventbrite.com  

or call 408.918.3415  
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http://www.assesj.org/pdc/index.html
http://hmcd.eventbrite.com/
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Community Emergency Response Have You Met Your Neighbors Yet? 

By Gabriel F. Miehl 

What happens when an emergency leaves a company's property line and travels into the surrounding neighborhood or an off-site 
emergency affects a facility? A key step when planning for emergencies is to meet the professionals who will respond during an 
emergency and develop an awareness of the surrounding neighborhood. This case study, from Erie County (PA), discusses 
preemergency planning and coordination between fixed facilities and emergency response agencies; development of emergency 
planning discussion points; and development of a community emergency response exercise framework. 

 

Workplace First-Aid Kits: Aligning Hardware With Hazards 

By Scott Gunderson and Cameron Helikson 

Workplace first-aid kits are an important component of an occupational emergency response program, but kits that simply meet 
minimum standards do not contain adequate supplies for life-threatening emergencies. Many supplies are readily available and some 
are aggressively marketed to consumers, but employers must use caution during selection because hardware is tightly coupled with 
employee training and qualifications. Employers must ensure that hardware is appropriate for both the work environment and for the 
training and qualifications of employees who will be expected to use it. 

 

https://www.asse.org/professionalsafety/ps-search-intro.php
https://www.asse.org/professionalsafety/ps-search-intro.php

