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ASSE Greater San Jose Chapter Presents  
August Joint Meeting with Bay Area  
Environmental Safety Group (BAESG) 
By Tyler Nguyen 
 
The month of August presents an opportunity for the collective 
membership to sponsor and enjoy a meeting with our local  
association, BAESG.  We host, welcome and relish the chance to 
network and rub elbows with our fellow safety practitioners. 
 
I learned, as I write this, that  the folks at Cal/OSHA released a  
statement over the Fourth of July holiday weekend to warn 
employer and employee groups alike that another mini heat  
wave is set to hit the state and that every effort should be made  
to protect our human resources, the front-line workers who 
day in and day out do what they do best to help drive that 
economic engine and to contribute to keeping California stay 
atop of the list of a handful of productive (in every sense 
of the word) states in the union. 
 
Also, as I continue to pen this article, another message came  
my way from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District  
via an e-mail flash that says “Tomorrow is Spare the Air Day”  
in the Santa Clara County and Bay Area region.  This makes  
the topic of “Heat Illness Prevention Awareness—Useful Tips  
to Educate Your Workforce” seem even more timely. 
 
Join your fellow ASSE and BAESG members welcome two  
presenters on the topic.  Mr. Michael Frye, even though he cracks 
the whip for the enforcement arm of the state Division of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, is a genuine gentleman who cares about  
workers’ safety and employers’ economic output.  Michael will 
draw from his extensive safety cabinet (20 plus years of experience, 
knowledge, and stories from the field) - adding flair to his presenta-
tion—to highlight the value of taking care of workers. 
 
Also on the agenda will be Mr. Andrew Peterson, a young and 
dynamic CIH who graduated from UC Berkeley. Andrew spent a 
better part of a decade performing accident prevention work and  
has been in charge of environmental health and safety at Xilinx  
over the past eight years.  Andrew will present a different  
perspective in looking at the heat illness standard and coming 
up with fascinating ways to both comply with the standard and 
to protect his workers (roofing work) from heat stress and heat 
stroke. 

Upcoming Chapter Meeting 
To reserve a seat via e-mail, please 
send your name, telephone number 
and email address to:  
 
reservations@assesj.org.  Meeting 
time- Noon to 1 p.m. Location- Ra-
mada Silicon Valley, 1217 Wild-
wood Ave., Sunnyvale, CA  94089, 
(408) 245-5330 

 
ASSE-BAESG Joint Meeting 
 
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 
 
Topic: Heat Illness Prevention Aware-
ness—Useful Tips to Educate Your  
Workforce 
 
Speakers:  
 
1. Michael Frye, CSP, CSHM 
    Cal/OSHA DOSH 
    Foster City District Manager  
 
2. Andrew Peterson, CIH 
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Needlestick Injuries, Workplace Safety Are Top Nurse Concerns 
By Laura Walter, http://www.occupationalhazards.com/ 
 
According to a new American Nurse Association (ANA) survey, two-thirds of U.S. nurses remain concerned about needlestick 
injuries and blood-borne infections, and more than half believe their workplace safety climate negatively impacts their own per-
sonal safety. 
 
ANA released these findings from the 2008 Study of Nurses’ Views on Workplace Safety and Needlestick Injuries, an independ-
ent nationwide survey of more than 700 nurses. 
 
“An overwhelming majority of nurses (87 percent) say safety concerns influence their decisions about the type of nursing they do 
and their continued practice in the field. This study exemplifies the serious concerns expressed by nurses across the country,” 
said ANA President Rebecca M. Patton. 
 
According to Patton, these concerns could prompt nurses to leave the bedside and exacerbate the growing nurse shortage. She 
said improvements must be made in the workplace environment and staffing levels to enhance the safety climate for all health-
care workers. 
 
The study indicated that the majority of nurses say increasing workloads and workplace stress levels impact workplace safety. 
Nearly 60 percent of nurses said that when the pressure mounts, they feel the need to work faster, even if it means taking short-
cuts. And 82 percent of nurses said they put patient care before their own personal safety. 
 
Needlestick Injuries Sixty-four percent of nurses reported being accidentally struck by a needle while working. Among those 
who reported such injuries, 74 percent were struck with a contaminated needle.  The three most common circumstances sur-
rounding needlestick injuries included while nurses gave an injection (28 percent), before activating the safety feature (19 per-
cent) and during the disposal of a non-safety device (19 percent).  While 91 percent of nurses reported they are familiar with their 
workplace protocol regarding needlestick injuries, only 79 percent of those accidentally struck by a needle say they reported the 
incident, compared to 83 percent in 2006. Three-quarters of nurses believe needlesticks still are underreported. 
 
Nearly half of those who were struck indicated they received an evaluation or were treated within 1-2 hours after their most re-
cent needlestick injury. Nine percent said they were treated within 4 hours; 2 percent within the first 8 hours; 3 percent the next 
day; and 1 percent more than 24 hours afterwards. Sixty-two percent of nurses believe it would be beneficial to receive more in-
formation about needlestick injury prevention. 
 
Safety Syringes The study results showed that in most cases, safety syringes are readily available for nurses’ use. Only 3 percent 
said such syringes were not available in their healthcare facilities. Nurses, however, said they would improve the design of cur-
rent safety syringes in the following ways: 
 
Hands and fingers able to stay behind the needle when activating the safety mechanism; 
The syringe permanently is disabled after the safety mechanism is activated; 
The needle withdraws into the barrel; 
The safety feature is integral to the design of the syringe; and 
The syringes do not include any add-on pieces such as sheaths, shields or caps. 
 
“This study spotlights cause for concern when those individuals most susceptible to on-the-job needlestick injuries are not a part 
of the selection and evaluation process for sharp safety devices,” says Gareth Clarke, chief executive officer of Inviro Medical 
Devices, a support provider for the study. “Yet, we know that 74 percent of the nurses surveyed say they would not consider 
working for an employer which does not provide safety syringes.”  
 
The survey also touched on other issues, showing that 86 percent of nurses support universal healthcare, and that 97 percent of 
nurses would be inclined to recommend a safety syringe if it created less medical waste compared to competitive products. 
For more information, visit ANA’s Web site at http://www.nursingworld.org. 
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Chapter Officers 
2008-09 

 
  President  
 Jay Jamali , JayJam@envirosafetech.com   
   
   President-Elect  
 Tyler Nguyen, Tyler.Nguyen@esa.sccgov.org  
    
   Past-President  
 Mira Rubin, Rubin_Mira@yahoo.com 
   
   Delegate  
 Fred Norton, Frederick.Norton@libertymutual.com  
 
   Delegate  
 Mostafa Pournejat, MPournejat@gmail.com  
    
   Treasurer  
 Tom Boyd, TEBJ@hotmail.com  
 
   Secretary  
 Ron Scholtz, The_Ronster@sbcglobal.net  
      
   Membership  
 Jim Beeby, james.beeby@sri.com  
       
   Jobs Coordinator  
 David Krack, dkrack@ohp-inc.com  
    
   Professional Development  
   Conference Coordinator  
  Betsy Leff, bleff@keenan.com  
 
   Government Affairs  
 John Steele, josteele03@cs.com  
 
   Newsletter Editor  
 Open. Contact Tyler Nguyen 
 
   Web Master  
 Open. Contact Jay Jamali 

 
 

 
Looking for Chapter  
Volunteers  
 
The chapter is actively 
searching wide and far for  
member safety professionals  
to assist the chapter 
in the two functional areas of 
Web Master and Newsletter 
Editor. 
 
Consider becoming the next 
Chapter Web Master by con-
tacting Jay Jamali at 408. 
943.9090 or sending him an e-
mail to 
JayJam@envirosafetech.com. 
 
Consider becoming the next 
Chapter Newsletter Editor by 
contacting Tyler Nguyen at 
408.441-4286 or sending him 
an e-mail to  
Tyler.Nguyen@esa.sccgov.org 


